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hardship. They are free now and any condition
approaching slavery is strictly prohibited and
guarded against. It would seem, however, that the
palmiest days of Japanese prostitution lay sonic
centuries back. Up to the middle of the eighteenth
century Japanese prostitutes were highly accom-
plished in singing, dancing, music, etc. Towards
this period, however, they seem to have declined in
social consideration and to have ceased to be well
educated. Yet even to-day, says Matignon ("La
Prostitution au Japan," Archives d'Anthropologie
Criminelle, October 1906), less infamy attaches to
prostitution in Japan than in Europe, while at the
same time there is less immorality in Japan than
in Europe. Though prostitution is organised like
the postal or telegraph services, there is also much
clandestine prostitution. The prostitution quarters
are clean, beautiful, and well-kept, but the Japanese
prostitutes have lost much of their native good
taste in costume by trying to imitate European
fashions. It was when prostitution began to decline
two centuries ago, that the geishas first appeared
and we^e organised in such a way that they should
not, if possible, compete as prostitutes with the
recognised and licensed inhabitants of the Yoshi-
wara, as the quarter is called to which prostitutes
are confined. The geishas, of course, are not
prostitutes, though their virtue may not always
be impregnable, and in social position they corre-
spond to actresses in Europe." 1

There can be no doubt that so long as prostitutes
are outlawed in the sense of being ill-treated and

1 Op. tit., p. 237,